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A threat of court martial gave impetus to his desire to
leave. One day his mapu^ reporting to Army headquarters
for feed for his master's horses, was prevented from getting
his full share by a Korean whom Jack had long suspected of
robbing him. When Jack accused the Korean of this, the
man made a threatening gesture with his knife. Jack
knocked him down with a blow of his fist. He was promptly
commanded to report to General Fuji,, who threatened
drastic punishment. When news reached Richard Harding
Davis, splendidly marooned in Tokio, that Jack London was
in danger of being executed, he burned the cables to President
Roosevelt, who in turn sent angry protestations to Japan.
General Fuji was ordered to release him. Jack packed his
kit and made his way back to Tokio, where he found the
correspondents he had left behind four months before, still
awaiting official permission to join the Army. Davis rode
with him to Yokohama to see him off, swearing that as soon
as he heard a shot fired he was returning home, but after
having waited all these months he couldn't leave without
hearing that one shot!

"Only in another war, with a white man's army,"
mourned Jack, "may I hope to redeem myself." He need not
have felt badly; he had gotten out more dispatches than any
other correspondent, had given his paper several scoops,
especially with the war photographs, and the}" were well
enough pleased with his work. Not the least important
aspect of his Oriental junket was that the newspaper chain
had given his stories flaming headlines. What with the
success of The Call of the Wild, and the spectacular advertising
Century had given The Sea Wolf^ by the time he reached San
Francisco, the name of Jack London was becoming more
widely known than any other American writer.

He confidently expected that when his ship tied up at the
Embarcadero he would be greeted by Miss Kittredge's out-
stretched arms; instead he was greeted by the outstretched
hand of a process server with a copy of Bessie's divorce
complaint. Bessie had put an attachment on the earnings
still due hini as war correspondent for the Examiner. He